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THE WORD OF ALLAH 




INDEED EASE 




jl! die. ji till < f°l > 13*4) 

Indeed ease accompanies hardship. 0 So when you are done, appoint, 1 0 and turn eagerly 

to your Lord.” (94:6-8) 


1. Or “when you are finished [with prayer], exert yourself [in supplicating to Allah] 


• He who suffers hardships and stands against the 
storms of misery with patience will surely taste 
the sweetness of its fruit; so, do not grieve for the 
difficulties and troubles. They will be converted to 
ease and comfort. This rule is general and for all. It 
is an encouragement for the pure Muslim believers 
to know and be sure that whatever difficulties or 
troubles a person encounters, Allah always provides 
a solution, a way out, a relief, a way to lead to ease 
and happiness. 

• Moreover, the solution or relief does not merely 
come AFTER the ‘difficulty’; it is provided WITH 
it. It is the glad tidings or promise of Allah that 
enlightens the heart, makes it hopeful for triumph, 
and clears Man’s soul of the dirt of its hopelessness. 
The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h. & h.h.) is reported to have 
said, “Do know that surely with hardship comes ease, 
and surely with patience comes victory, and surely 
with distress comes relief.” 1 


• “Surely, with hardship comes ease.” (94:6), “So, 
when you have finished (with your immediate task), 
still strive hard, (then toil)”. (94:7) Never be idle or 
lazy at all. Do not put striving and effort aside. Always 
be busy and when you finish one task, begin another. 
“And to your Lord turn (all) your attention.” (94:8) 
In any condition, seek His contentedness and try to 
approach His nearness. 

• These verses have a vast meaning that contains 
the sense of ‘relieving of a task and going to the 
next’ which recommends the accomplishment of all 
activities for the sake of Allah; when you finish the 
affairs of the material world, refer to the spiritual world 
and say prayers and do religious duties. Or, when you 
finish the religious duties, go to the recommended 
acts advised by Allah... 2 




1. . Huwayzi, Nur al-Thaqalayn, (Isma‘iliyan Publication), vol. 
5, p. 604, hadith 11. 


2. Sayyid Abbas Sadr-‘ameli, trans. An Enlightening Commen¬ 
tary into the Light of the Holy Qur ’an, (Imam Ali Foundation). 
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JUNE 15: 

WORLD DAY AGAINST HUNGER 



THE RICHEST HUNGRY 

PEOPLE 


One of the main factors of poverty is neglecting the poor people by rich ones. In the holy month 
of Ramadan, the rich suffer from hunger and thirst, they feel the agony of the poor and, thus, 
they rush to spend on them in charity. Islam, which has carried the banner of protecting the 
poor, the indigent, the orphans, and the wayfarers, has urged the faithful to share the iftar with 
one another, to visit each other, and to invite others to break their fast with them. According to 
the tradition of Imam Rida (P.b.u.h.) Allah has established the fast in order to remind the rich of 
what the poor have to endure . 1 

1. . Shaykh Hurr ‘Amill, Wasa’il al-ShT‘a, (Al al-Bayt (P.B.U.T.) publication), vol. 4, p. 4, hadlth 5. 








Imam ‘All (P.b.u.h.) has also said, “No poor person feels hungry unless it is due to what another 
rich one is enjoying .” 1 2 3 Indeed, Islam has informed us of all of this through the Islamic code of 
ethics, i.e. the holy Qur’an, and through the revered sunna of the Prophet (P.b.u.h. & h.h.) and his 
progeny (p.b.u.t.). 

The greatest role model of all Muslims, the Messenger of Allah (P.b.u.h. & h.h.), in his preaching 
about the month of Ramadan said, “O’ people! A month has approached you laden with blessing, 
mercy and forgiveness; it is a month which Allah regards as the best of all months... Let your 
hunger and thirst during it remind you of the hunger and thirst of the Day of Resurrection. Give 
alms to the poor and indigent among you... Be kind to the orphans of others so that your own 
orphans will equally receive kindness... O’ people! Whoever among you provides iftar to a 
believer during this month will receive a reward equal to one who sets a slave free, and all his 
past sins will be forgiven.” 

Having said so, people said to him, “O’ Messenger of Allah! Not all of us can do that!” 

He responded by saying, “Shun the fire of hell even by half a date! Shun the fire of hell even 
by a drink of water! Whoever among you affords generosity to an orphan will be rewarded by 
Allah being generous to him on the Day of Judgment .” 2,3 


1. Imam ‘All (P.B.U.H.), Nahj al-Balaqa, wisdom 328. 

2. Shaykh Saduq, Al-AmalT, (KitabchT Publication), pp. 84-85. 

3. Yasin T. al-jibouri, FAST OF THE MONTH OF RAMADAN: PHILOSOPHY AND AHKAM. 







THE SPRINGTIME OF 
SPIRITUALITY 


The fragrance of faith is spreading through the believers’ hearts, flowers of patience have fully 
blossomed, all creatures are shining with the celestial colors, and God is somewhere near here, 
since Eid al-Fitr is coming. 

Eid al-Fitr is the Divine reward for those who were successful in cleansing the mirror of their 
hearts from the dust of sins, and for those who substituted evil with sincerity; verily those are the 
ones who will find their hearts reborn in this day. The heavier our provision of piety, the deeper 
we can feel the fragrance of spirituality. 


















After passing one month of fasting, conquering 
instinctive desires, moving in the path of patience, 
reciting the holy verses of the Qur’an, and finally 
asking for forgiveness during the Nights of 
Ordainment, now it is time to gain the reward for 
our forbearance in the path of Allah. Definitely, 
Eid al-Fitr is worth celebration, as the hearts have 
reached the peak of spirituality in this day. Eid al- 
Fitr is another God-given opportunity to seek His 
forgiveness. 

The great Eid is annually celebrated in Radawl 
holy Shrine, as well as in other religious premises 
and mosques in the cities. Worshippers can benefit 
from the congregational prayer of Eid al-Fitr 
performed by the congregational prayer leader of 
holy Mashhad, as well as religious programs such 
as recitation of the holy Qur’an, eulogy, panegyrics 
and religious speech. 

According to our religion of mercy, in this day the 
needy ones should be also taken into consideration. 
A predetermined amount of money named as zakat 
must be paid to the poor by every other believer 
before performing the payer. 

In the morning of this day, the whole atmosphere 
of the courtyards will be filled with the full 



fragrance of flowers. How beautiful it is to perform 
congregational prayer as a means of expressing 
gratitude toward Allah for all His bounties. Faith, 
unity and solidarity will be clearly manifested when 
all Muslims all over the world perform the special 
prayers of Eid al-Fitr. This prayer annually retells 
the story of maintaining the bonds with Allah and 
with all His servants. The sense of sympathy and 
cooperation is obvious while the believers become 
aware of the worldly problems of one another and 
try to solve them. This is the time when grudges give 
their place to friendship. Truly, this Eid is worthy 
of being mentioned amongst the greatest Eids of 
Muslims. By 7 o’clock A.M., everything will be 
ready for Muslims to stand in line and join the call 
of Allah. The overwhelming whispers of the huge 
community of believers, repeating “Allah is Great”, 
will resonate through the sky. 1 

* Compiled and translated by Mahsa Raeisi Sattari 


1. Taken from: 

• www.news.razavi.ir 

• www.farsnews.com 

• www.rasanews.ir 

• www.iqna.ir 










RAMADAN, THE MONTH OF BLESSINGS 


BLESSINGS OF 
EID AL-FITR 

m 

Ramadan, the holiest month in the Islamic calendar is a period when a person is subjected to a 
supreme test. Without compulsion, without coercion, the Muslims throughout the world obey 
Allah, and every day from dawn to sunset abstain not only from sensual pleasures but even 
from the necessities of life like food and drink. Some do this in shivering cold, some do this in 
scorching heat. Some do it where days are short and others where days are interminably long. 
The rich fast as well as the poor, the masters as well as the servants, the parent as well as the 
child, and the ruler as well as the subject. They all fast regardless of the color or their social 
position. 








Having done this for whole one month, on 
the auspicious day of Eid al-Fitr, every 
Muslim should face the year that lies ahead 
with renewed strength, greater understanding 
and universal good will. He has fasted to 
acquire piety, discipline and control. Now 
the habit of unquestioning obedience to 
Allah is cultivated in heart and mind. He is 
now trained to accept the commands of Allah 
in the remaining eleven months of the year, 
with the same unwavering loyalty. He has 
emerged from the month of Ramadan with 
a new personality and stronger character, 
confident of his ability to subordinate his 
desire to his will, his emotion to his intellect. 

No longer will it be difficult for him to refrain 
from intoxicating drinks, no longer will 
he turn away from less fortunate brethren, 
no longer will he fail to understand and 
appreciate the pangs of hunger, the pangs of 
thirst. 

So, the training period of Ramadan has come 
to an end. Now we are entering the era of 
normal activities of life. If the lessons learned 
in Ramadan have left their marks upon our 
character, we are now entitled to enjoy Eid 
al-Fitr. 

Eid al-Fitr is the most important festival in the 
Islamic calendar. The day does not mark any 


historical event or episode; but its existence 
provides the Muslim for an occasion to offer 
thanks to Allah for having given him the 
strength and the will to observe fast during 
the holy month of Ramadan. 

It is also an occasion for prayers when the 
Muslims gather in large congregations, 
standing shoulder to shoulder, to demonstrate 
the equality and equity which is the inherent 
feature of Islamic society all over the world. 

But the greatest significance of this day of 
rejoicing lies in the fact that on this day every 
Muslim is enjoined to give the needy food at 
the rate of the prescribed weight per every 
member of his household. 

Eid al-Fitr then serves a three-fold purpose: 
It places upon every Muslim the obligation 
to remember Allah and offer Him thanks; 
it affords him an opportunity of spiritual 
stock-taking in that he can now ponder over 
the strength of his will or the weakness of 
his character, as the case may be, which 
manifested itself in the preceding month; it 
also is a day for haves to share a portion of 
what they have with have-nots. 1 


1. Ayatullah Sayyid Abulqasim al-Khui, Fast, 
(Tableeghaate Imani Publication). 










ISLAMIC BELIEFS 

WHAT IS THE 
SUSPICION OF 
AKIL & MA’KUL ? 


Once the prophet Abraham 
(p.b.u.h.) saw a corpse of a man 
near a sea, a half in the water 
and a half on the land, so that 
both the animals in the sea and 
the land could feed from it. He 
thought to himself, “If it hap¬ 
pened that little bits of the body 
of a dead person were distrib¬ 
uted among other living crea¬ 
tures, how could these bits be 
gathered together and raised on 
the Resurrection?” So, he in¬ 
voked Allah, “My Lord! Show 
me how You revive the dead.” 
In answer to this request, Allah 
the Majestic said, “Take four 
birds and cut them into pieces, 
and place a part of them on ev¬ 
ery mountain, then call them; 
they will come to you hasten¬ 
ing.” (2:260)' 

This question is a part of a 
well-known question which_ is 
called ‘The suspicion of Akil 
& Ma ’kuV. This question reads 

1. MajlisT, Bihar al-Anwar, (Dar 
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘ArabT Publica¬ 
tion), vol. 7, p. 36. 


as follows, if a human being 
directly be eaten by another 
human or animal, or indirectly 
after it becomes a plant, fruit 
and so on after the death, and 
then be eaten by others, will it 
be revived in the body of the 
feeder, ‘AkiV, or in the body 
of the one who has been eaten, 
‘Ma ’kuV ? Considering the 
importance of this question we 
aim to discuss it now. 

A Quick Answer 

Muslim theologians and 
philosophers have given 
several answers to this doubt. 
One answer is, “The reality of 
every human is dependent on 
his psyche and soul, not the 
physical and material body, 
because the body is an instable, 
mortal and fluid substance that 
accepts a variety of forms, but 
the soul is a stable and eternal 
essence which can represent the 
real form of the body. Therefore, 
a certain physical body, in the 
Resurrection, is not essential 
into the person’s identity; rather 


a vague and non-determinative 
body also can form his physical 
personality. 2 

Accordingly, ‘the suspicion 
of Akil & Ma ’kuV will be 
void and null. Because, in the 
hereafter, it is not necessary to 
revive the same body which has 
already been eaten by a human 
being or an animal, because if 
we consider it necessary, the 
deaf, blind, paralyzed, old and 
incomplete people, who for 
example, do not have a figure or 
a leg, must also be resurrected 
in incomplete or mundane form, 
while such a thing will not be 
taken place; rather, they will be 
resurrected in a complete and 
sound form at Doomsday. 

Accordingly, the otherworldly 
form of a body might be rebuilt 
upon the remaining cell or 
DNA of a certain person in 
nature and finds his identity 
with the soul so that the other 
people can recognize him. In 
our opinion, what is required 
in the Resurrection is rising 
from the grave and the apparent 
resemblance of the worldly and 
otherworldly bodies to each 
other. 

* Compiled and Translated by 
Mohammad Javad Norouzi 


2. Mulla Sadra, Al-Asfar al-Arba ‘a, 
vol. 9, pp. 190-191. 
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FAST OF THE MONTH OF 
RAMADAN: 

PHILOSOPHY AND AHKAM 



Fast of The Month of Ramadan: Philosophy and 
Ahkam is a collection of articles about fasting. The 
author of this book, Yasin T. Al-Jibouri, has used 
Qur’anic verses to support the philosophy and re¬ 
ward of fasting. He also discusses the history, sig¬ 
nificance, benefits of fasting, as well as the rulings 
related to fasting in Ramadan and to Eid al-Fitr such 
as zakat al- Fitr and prayers. 

































































O’ ALLAH! I ASK YOU 


j f jlk U j tcpUjVl (j>» 4-1 ja-Lax U dildc- £3Ldl tAjUljl JUC. U J 4 jj£V 1 dll ^ ^^Idl 

cAilj)3 ^11 d^d® j tLj£i-a £^sl j tL y^-y* (Ja. (y* £dUdl cClilc-lLdll 

Peace be upon thee, O’ greatest month of Allah! O’ festival of His friends! Peace be upon thee, 
O’ most noble of accompanying times! O’ best of months in days and hours! Peace be upon thee, 
comrade who is great in worth when found and who torments through absence when lost, antici¬ 
pated friend whose parting gives pain! 

ttLi^dl Ajs ciila j tcLijlill Aja diaj yftJ* (ja fft ^dldl ifiA^ t u>>a^ j c-ad! (ja 

t(jLoi^.VI 4-l^tl^a j i^jLlallall ^ic. CN**' C)* ^^ £^Ldl 

Peace be upon thee, familiar who brought comfort in coming, thus making happy, who left loneli¬ 
ness in going, thus giving anguish! Peace be upon thee, neighbor in whom hearts became tender 
and sins became few! Peace be upon thee, helper who aided against Satan, companion who made 

easy the paths of good-doing! 

pUdl iLaLud A-aLlx-a cdjJjlLa V j Lad^ ^^dill Jl-IjJjlII dd^l j 4L_l^jMl dll ~\a\ La dljW ^>Ludll 

cAlja (Jja Alic. j cASaj d^a c_jj1L>a (ja dljlc. 

Peace be upon thee, how many the sins thou erased! How many the kinds of faults thou covered 
over! Peace be upon thee, thou art not bid farewell in annoyance nor is thy fasting left in weari¬ 
ness! Peace be upon thee, object of seeking before thy time, object of sorrow before thy passing! 

t-_ali (ja L5^ ^)*^ll aLI fc- j dljW ^dLuill i\ nW dL (J^jal (y j <Xtt dL L_fl^)da £. jjuj (y* ^ dljW ^iLudll 

.dill] Ice. Uajci ddl J cdldc. (jLaVL (jl£ La dldc. ^dLLlI iff* 

Peace be upon thee, how much evil was turned away from us through thee! How much good 
flowed upon us because of thee! Peace be upon thee and upon the Night of Decree which is better 
than a thousand months! Peace be upon thee, how much we craved thee yesterday! How intensely 

we shall yearn for thee tomorrow! 

A iL 1 1 "i 


yA ^yj y^- (jA A '» NI J tu^)Ja3 j ^yi ^9 UJ j 4U^judJ 1 y^' J iAJl J LS^" cL- 3 

.(ft. La j l_Ld^ (y* Id d^-1 j c^-ijd *1 a li j 4^a*J 

O Allah! Bless Muhammad and his household, redress our being afflicted by our month, bless us in 
this day of our festival and our fast-breaking, make it one of the best of days that have passed over 
us, the greatest in attracting Thy pardon, and the most effacing toward sins, and forgive us our sins, 

both the concealed and the public! 1 


1. Imam Sajjad (P.B.U.H.), William C. Chittick, Trans. The Psalms of Islam (Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya): Imam Sajjad’s (P.B.U.H.) 
supplication in bidding farewell to the month of Ramadan, Supplication 45. 


PEACE BE UPON THEE, O’ 
GREATEST MONTH OF ALLAH! 























